Letter and Invite to the Local Policing Teams about their PACT priorities

Safety Net www.arcsafety.net aims to work with other professionals to keep people with a learning disability safe.  The Police are a key group that need to look at Disability Hate Crime and Mate Crime in their area.  

One way of working with the Police is via your local neighbourhood policing teams and their joint working with the community.  This information and draft letter will allow you to get in touch with them and influence their local targets.  If they don’t know about Disability Hate Crime then they will not see it as a priority.

PACT stands for Partners And Communities Together. It is a way for the Police to work with the community. Through PACT your neighbourhood policing team will identify the issues that effect you. 

Their aim is to make every neighbourhood safe.

PACT will agree the top three Police priorities in your neighbourhood. It will say how everyone can work together to sort them out. The priorities chosen must be ones that can be achieved.

It is a good idea to get involved with PACT. You can tell the Police if you do not feel safe in your neighbourhood. You can help the Police to make you feel safer.

To find out more about PACT you can google PACT or Partners And Communities Together + the name of your Police force. 

For example in Devon and Cornwall, this is the page:

http://neighbourhoodpolicing.devon-cornwall.police.uk/PACT/Pages/default.aspx 

On the Police website you can find out how to contact your neighbourhood team. You can ask them about PACT and how to get involved. 

Here are a few things you can do:

1) You can use the draft letter below to write to the Police to ask them how to get involved. You will need to fill in some of the gaps with the information for your neighbourhood.

2) You can ask your neighbourhood team to visit you, your self-advocacy group or your day service etc. Make them a cup of coffee. Talk to them about any worries you have about crime or your safety.

3) Go to a Police Surgery. This means a Police Officer will be at a coffee shop or community centre at a certain time. You can drop in and talk to them about crime and safety. You can find out more about Police surgeries from your Police force website.

4) There are many other ways and if you find one that works locally then let us know so we can share your good ideas.

If you do send a letter to your local police team please do let us know what happened as well.

Thanks

The Safety Net Team

Dear _______________ [NAME OF NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM LEADER]

We are writing to you about local PACT priorities. We are _______________ [NAME OF YOUR GROUP]

We are worried about _______________________, [LIST YOUR WORRIES. FOR EXAMPLE, BULLYING ON THE BUS, NAME CALLING, BAD NEIGHBOURS].  

We think these things are Disability Hate Crimes/Incidents.

We have been told that we can help set PACT priorities. To help us do this can you:

a) Come with us on a community walk so we can show you what the problems are.

b) Tell us when the next PACT meeting is.

c) Come and fill in a PACT survey with us.

d) Send us some PACT postcards to fill in.

e) Send us some posters with our PCSOs on with their contact details.

We hope you can also make your meetings and information more accessible for people with learning difficulties. 

We will be happy to help you do this if you contact us.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Regards

