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Who are we 

 We are the Safety Net team 

 We are working on a project 

called Safety Net 

 It is for people with learning 

difficulties 

 One pilot is in Calderdale, 

West Yorks (the other in 

North Devon) 

 

 



Who are ARC? 

 ARC is the Association for Real Change 

 We are a member led organisation supporting 

providers of services 

 Members come to us with issues 

 We try and work on these, mental health, BME 

issues, medication and the Safety Net project 

 www.arcuk.org.uk  

 

http://www.arcuk.org.uk


Aims for today 

Raise awareness about Disability Hate and Mate 

Crime 

Highlight the seriousness of the situation for 

some people 

Give information about work being carried on 

elsewhere (lots of good stuff going on) 

Share resources that will help 

Enable discussion on local issues and the way 

forward 

 

 



Aims for today - important 

 TINSTAASQ…! 

Please, please, please don’t just sit with people 

you already know - that’s a cause of the 

problems! 

Discuss/debate, this is not a lecture 

Respect views and opinions of others 

Don’t think at the end of the day someone else 

will do that - do it yourself 
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This is all based on the 

rights of the person 

 The Human Rights Act 

 Is a good thing 

 We all have rights 

 The right to be free from fear 

 To be treated with respect  

 To lead the same sort of life as others 

 A short clip.. 



What is Hate Crime? 

 

 Watch this ‘Nice Day?’ clip 

 

 Try and see what happens 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPJ0hm-Xpmc


Which of these is a Disability 

Hate Crime? 

 Kids throwing stones at my window 

 Someone borrowing my mobile and using up all 

the credit 

 A group of people beating me up outside the 

local shops and stealing my shopping 

 My mate coming round every time it’s my 

benefit day so we can go to the pub and spend 

it 

 

 



Which of these is a Disability 

Hate Crime? 

 Family members taking my money from me 

without asking 

 My friend comes round every Thursday and we 

go out in his car for the afternoon.  He only 

charges me 20 quid for petrol each time 

 My neighbour calling me names when she sees 

me 

 

 



The Safety Net Project 

 

 It is about Hate and Mate 

Crime - are people friends 

or fakes? 

 Project is funded by the 

Department of Health 

 For 3 years (less than 12 

months left!) 



Safety Net 

 What is a Hate Crime? 

 The Home Office defines Hate 

Crime as being 

 ‘Any incident, which constitutes a 

criminal offence, which is 

perceived by the victim or any 

other person as being motivated by 

prejudice or hostility towards the 

person’ 



What is Mate Crime? 

 Mate crime happens when someone pretends to 

be a friend but they are a fake and take 

advantage 

 Mate Crime is committed by someone known to 

the person.   

 They might have known them for a long time or 

met recently.  A ‘mate’ may be a ‘friend’, family 

member, supporter, paid staff or another person 

with a disability  

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is Mate Crime? 

 

 Watch ‘Shaun’s Story’  

 

 Try and see what happens 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arcsafety.net/page7/page8/files/page8-1008-pop.html


What do we need to do?  

 Support people’s rights 

 Take reports seriously (‘the usual…’) 

 Don’t let people hide away, not get the bus etc 

report it  

 Call what happens a disability hate 

crime/incident 

 Promote Learning Disability Week in June 

(20th-26th) 

 



What do we need to do?  

 Support people’s rights 

 Work in schools 

 Change community attitudes 

 Don’t Stand for It! 

 Don’t wrap people up in cotton wool, safe yes 

but part of the community 

 ‘Services’ will not solve it 

 



What do we need to do?  



Safety Net in Calderdale  

 Sessions around the borough 

 250+ young people from Calderdale schools during 

anti-bullying week in Nov 

 120+ people LD, families, supporters at local theatre 

 Sessions for various local groups - Hate Crime 

Partnership, Adult Safeguarding etc 

 Articles in local media and e-mail group 

 Events planned for Learning Disability Week in June 

(20th-26th) 

 



Safety Net Across the 

country  

 Sessions in Blackpool, Accrington and 

Birmingham and events in London 

 Workshops at Blackpool Conference 

 Presentation to 100+ Local Authority Adult 

Safeguarding workers at Villa Park in 

Birmingham 

 Presentation to 100+ Safeguarding leads at a 

national SCOPE conference 

 



Other resources 



Learning Disability Hate 

Crime 

 Victoria Pilkington 

 Stephen Hoskin 

 Brent Martin 

 Kevin Davies 

 You may have heard of 

some of these people 

 More since this report 

 

 

 

 



Brent Martin 

Kevin Davies 



Stephen Hoskin 

David Askew 



Learning Disability Hate 

Crime 





Do you work with people getting 

criminal records? 

 Sometimes people are being ‘befriended’ in order 

to commit criminal acts 

 More often they are victims of these crimes - but 

now and again they find themselves offending 

(possibly unwittingly) 

 How many of the prison population who have a 

learning disability are in this position? 

 And if they said ‘I didn’t know/someone told me to 

do’ it as a defence…   



Examples 

  A man with LD and his new friends he met in 

the pub 

  A man with LD and his new girlfriend 

 If you were really my girlfriend you’d sleep with my mates 

 A man with LD and a shopping trip with friends 



Of these examples 

  I’m not suggesting this will be the reason in every 

case 

  Gathered during the work of the 

project  
 No hard data, lost in various systems 

 High profile cases of ‘mate crimes’ in the media 

 Online cases appear to be increasing 





The Safety Net Project 

 We aim to make things better in three ways 

 Raise awareness for people with a learning 

disability and their families/supporters 

 Raise awareness for ‘front line’ staff coming into 

contact with people with a learning disability - 

for example in Hate Crime Reporting Centers 

 Raise awareness for the wider community, 

ensure they know who to respond to and how 

 

 

 

 



Safety Net - what next?  

 Friend or Fake? training 

 Easy Read Hate Crime/Mate Crime booklet 

 Safeguarding research project  

 Learning Disability Week 20th - 26th June 

events 

 Schools work 

 Safe Places scheme links 

 

 



Safety Net  

 Awards for the team 

 Sarah Leach Calderdale Citizen of the Year 

2010 

 RADAR awards 

 



Safety Net  



Thank you 

 Sarah Leach 

 Michael Mitchell 

 David Grundy 

 david.grundy@arcuk.org.uk 

 07931 116099 

 www.arcsafety.net   

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Friend or Fake slides follow) 



But . . .  

 Not all of your friends 

want to hurt you or 

take advantage of 

you. 

 Most of your friends 

are good friends. 

 All of them might be. 
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Aware not scared 
  

Get out there and enjoy life! 
  



What do you do if it 

happens to you?  

 Tell someone - tell lots of people 

 Tell the Police 

 Tell Safeguarding - Gateway to Care 

 Use a 3rd Party Reporting Centre 

 Call what happened to you a Hate Crime 

 

 

 

 

 



What do you do if it 

happens to you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0845 111 1103 
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Who Can you talk to? 

  
  

  

  

  
  

  

  

Care Manager  

  

Key Worker 

Police 

Advocate  

Doctor 

Someone you Trust 
  

Family 
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Here are some numbers you might need to use 

Stop Hate UK  0800 138 1625  (check they operate in your 

area) 

Voice UK  080 880 2 8686 (check when its open before 

ringing) 

Calderdale  

Hate Crime Co-ordinator 01422 392869 

Gateway to Care 0845 111 1103 

Calderdale Police  

Emergencies 999  

Hate Incident Co-ordinator 01422 337041 



Thank you 

 Sarah Leach 

 Michael Mitchell 

 David Grundy 

 david.grundy@arcuk.org.uk 

 07931 116099 

 www.arcsafety.net   

 

 

 

 

 

 


